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2300I-ake Elmo Dnve
Billings MT 59105

March 21,2005

TO: Environmental Qualig Council
Director's Office Dept. of Enviromnental Qualitf
Montana Fisb WildliG & Parls

Directo/s Office Lands Section

Parks Division Design & Constnrction
Fisheries Dvision Legal Unit
Wildlife Division Regional Srpervison

Mike Volesky, Governofs Office
Sarah Elliott, Press Agent Governot's Office*
Montana Historical Society, State Preservation Office
Janet Ellis, Montana Au&rbon Cotmcil
Montana Wildlife F ederation
Montana State Lr'brarf
George Ochenski
Montana Environmental Information Center
Walme Hirst, Montana State Parks Formdation
Fil/P Commissioner Shane Colton
Bob Raney
Sharon Moorg DNRC Area Manager, Southem Land Office
Other Local Interested People or Grotps

* (Sent electronically)

Ladies and Gentlerren:

The e,lrclosed draft Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for development to Lake Elmo State

Parlg and is srftmitted for you consideration. Improvements will include aplay area for childrEru extension

of the R-5 ware yard, a dog exercise arqL trail irrprovernents and dwelopment. A oublic meetine v/ill be

held April 20" 2005 at 6:30 p.m. in the public meeting room at FislU Wildlife & Parls headquarters ,2300
Lake Elrno Drive in Billings. Questions and comments will be accepted until April22,2005.

If you have questions or need additional copies of the draft EA, please contact Montana FislU Wildlife &
Parlrs at 247-2940. Please send any written comm€nts by mail to: Terri Walters, Parks Manager at FislU

Wildlife & Parks, 2300 Lake Elmo Drive Billings, MT 59105; or e-mail to twalters@mt.gov.

Tharik you for your interest,

1rL"'*42/4.
Harvey V.N;f.ylr1'
Regional Srpervisor

Enclosure
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1.

2.

3.

:'

MEPA/N EP N23.1.11 O MGA GHEGKLIST

Type of Proposed State Action: Development, Renovation, and Maintenance

Name of Proiect: Lake Elmo State Park lmprovernents

Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the
agency): Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Region 5
2300 Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT 59105
(406) 247-2955

lf Applicable:
Estirnated Construction/Comm€ncement Date: Spring 05

Estirnated Compfetion Date: Project 1 Falf 06
Project 2Fall07

Cunent Status of Project Design (% complete):

Proiect 1: fnstalf concrete sidewalk between the boat ramp and adjacent
parking area, and construct a play area, lakeside of this sidewalk.

Design 100% complete

Proiect 2: Resurface Lake Elmo Trail, resurface Nature Trail Extension,
and construct a dog exercise area.

Design 700 o/" comPlete

Proiect 3: Extend the existing storage facilities and parking area at Lake
Elmo State Park.

Design 20 o/o comPlete

Location ffiected by Proposed Action (county, range and township): Lake

Elmo State park is located on the north side of Billings; U.S. 87 north to Pemberton
Lane, then 0.5 miles west. The park is located in section 10 and 15, Township 1

North, Range 26 East, in Yellowstone County. The park is 122 acres.

4.

5.



6. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that
are currently:

Acres

(a) Dadoped:

Residentid....... 0

Indusbid.......... 0

/b)OEenSorcc/VVoodlardsy'Recrcatim........... .5

(clWedands/Rio*i*r Areas-.. 0

Acrcs

(d) Floodplain ............ 0

(e) Productivo:

inioated crolard.......... 0

dry croland.-.. -.--.-. 0

Forestsv........... ...... 0

o
s.

7. Map/site plan: attach an original8 1//2" x 11" or larger section of the most
recent USGS 7.5'series topographic map showing the location and boundaries of
the area that would be affected by the proposed action. A different nnp scale may be
substituted if more appropriate or if required by agency rule. lf available, a site plan
should also be attached. Please see Appendix2tor site location and Appendices 3€for
site rnaps and plans.

8. Narrative summary of the proposed action or proiect including the benefits
and purpose of the proposed action:

Lake Elmo State Park is located in the Heights Area on the north side of Billings. lt is
an urban (112,257 visitors in 2004) park with multiuse recreational opportunities;
including: swimming, picnicking, boating, fishing, hiking, and wildlife viewing. The
following projects will enhance recreational opportunities, update the facilities for a
multitude of recreational users.

The proposed action is threefold, and shall be discussed as such throughout this
environmental assessrrent (EA). Proiect 1: install concrete sidewalk between the boat
ramp and adjacent parking area, and construct a play area lake side of this sidewalk;
Proiect 2: resurface Lake Elmo Trail and Nature Trail Extension and construct a dog
exercise areai and Proiect 3: extend the existing storage facilities and parking area at
Lake Elmo State Park.

Proiect 1: Sidewalk and Play Area. Currently there is no pedestrian trail connecting
the beach area at Lake Elmo State Park to the boat launch. In addition, Lake Elmo
State Park lacks a play area with manufactured playground equiprnent for children.
The proposed project will connect the boat launch and beach areas with a concrete
sidewalk, and create a play area between these two areas (Appendices 3 and 4).
Completion of this project will allow users to safely access these areas via sidewalks;
thus, not requiring users to walk on park roads. In addition, this project will enhance
Lake Elmo State Park by providing recreational opportunities for families with young
children.



A five-foot wide concrete sidewalk (100 linear feet) will be located on the lakeside of
the boat launch parking area. Shoreline protection (85 linear feet) will be completed in
this area as well. A six-foot wide concrete sidewalk (490 linear feet) will connect the
boat launch area to the existing sidewalk at the beach area. A ten-foot long culvert will
be placed along this stretch of sidewalk to prevent drainage problens from the existing
storm-detention ponds.

The play area will be located lakeside of this six-foot wide sidewalk. The play area will
be 121feet by 60 feet (5870 square feet). The pre-manufactured playground
equipment (Appendix 3) will be 1,650 square feet and the additional room within the
play area will allow for added furnishings and independent play events. All equipment
will meet standards set by the Consumer Products Safety Commission and the
Anrerican Society for Testing and Materials, as well as being certified by the
International Play Equipnent Manufacturers Association. This will include providing a
safe buffer zone surrounding the equipment. These standards are set according to
how playground equipment is designed (height and type). Lakeside of the play area
will be a five-foot wide concrete sidewalk (185 linear feet).

Project 2: Resurface Traits and Dog Exercise Area. The proposed project includes:
widening and resurfacing the Lake Elmo Trail; resurfacing the Nature Trail Extension;
constructing boardwalks over wet areas on the Lake Elmo Trail; and constructing a dog
exercise area.

Lake Elmo trail is a O.7-mile long trail around a portion of Lake Elmo from the Region 5
Headquarters to the boat launch (Appendix 5). Currently, it is four-feet wide and has a
bark surface with a railroad tie border. The trail is awkward for people to walk side-by-
side and it is difficult to run or bike on the bark surface. These problems have resulted
in offtrail use and degradation of the surrounding area. In addition, wet areas have
developed on the Lake Elmo Trail and Nature Trail Extension. The Nature Trail
Extension is a 0.25-mile trail connected to Lake Elmo Trail. The Nature Trail Extension
currently is mowed twice a year and has minirnaf surfacing. The Lake Elrno traif needs
to be updated to meet recreationists' needs and to prevent further degradation of the
site.

The proposed project includes: widening the Lake Elmo Trail to 6-feet wide; resurfacing
Lake Elmo Trail with crushed stone (Appendix 6): adding a crushed stone surface to
the Nature Traif Extension; and constructing boardwafks over wet areas on the Lake
Elmo Trail. The crushed stone surface will provide access to the trail for hikers, bikers,
runners, strollers, mobility impaired users, visually impaired users and wheelchairs.
Upgrading these trails with crushed stone and boardwalks will create trails more
appropriate for urban park use levels. The widened, solid trail surface will improve
access for maintenance staff to cfean-up fitter, controf weeds and perform other
maintenance functions around the lake.



There is no designated dog exercise area at Lake Elmo State Park. Leashed dogs are
cunently permitted throughout the park, except on the public beach. A designated dog
exercise area will allow users to exercise their dogs in a more relaxed Inanner without a
leash and following certain regulations. The dog exercise area will be located lakeside
of the Lake Elmo trail on the east side of the lake (Appendix 5). The area will be
fenced (chain link with brown vinyl coating) on 3 sides (10O-feet by 200-feet), and open
to the lake to allow land and water use by the dogs. The fence will also be double
gated so that dogs will not be able to leave the area while people and their pets are
entering or exciting the enclosure. A dog clean-up station will be located within the
fenced area; pet owners will be required to dispose of their pet's waste. Regulations
will be posted in the designated dog exercise area to prevent excessive barking and
waste problerns. The addition of the dog exercise area will not change regulations on

dogs in the rest of Lake Elnro State Park (i.e. leashed dogs will still be permitted).

Project 3: Ware Yard. Due to the sale of the old Region 5 Headquarters, there is no

longer a ware yard for regional equipment and supplies. The proposed project will
extend existing storage facilities and parking area at the Regional Headquarters
located adjacent to Lake Etnro State Park. This project places the much needed ware
yard at Region 5 Headquarters, allowing for maximum convenience and security. In

addition, creating a new ware yard is cost effective, as it would cost approximately
$1,200 per rnonth to rent storage facilities and a ware yard for current supplies. This
project wilt be completed in 2 phases. Phase one (Appendix 7) will extend the existing
storage area in a westerly direction. A new overhead door will be placed on the west
wall of the existing storage area. A security fence (8 foot chain link with barbed wire on

top) wilf be constructed on the west side of existing storage area to be used as a ware
yard. The fence will include plastic slating to minimize the visual impact on trail users.
The security fence will be approxirnately 250 linear feet and enclose 1ft acre of
disturbed grassland. This enclosed area will be shaped and covered with gravel. This
project will also invotve relocating an infonnation kiosk and a short section of the Angel
Lane entrance trail. Phase two (Appendix 7) will extend existing department vehicle
parking area in a northerly direction. This will be done to create an even outside edge
of the parking area with the storage facility, instead of the current indented edge. The
extension will add 2,000 square feet to the existing parking area. The existing security
fence (200 feet) will be moved north 10 feet. The extension area will then be graded
and btacktopped. This project wifl involve relocating a portion of Lake Elmo Trail.
Thus, this project should be completed in conjunction with the resurfacing of Lake Elmo
trail (Project2)'.

Explanation of Land & Water Gonservation Fund Laws and the Role of the
National Park Service.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act of 1965 encumbers
properties acquired or developed with LWCF funds. Such properties must be
kept open to the public and rnaintained for outdoor recreation in perpetuity.
Requests from the project sponsor for permission to convert LWCF assisted



properties in whole or in part must be submitted by the State Liaison Officer to
the National Park Service Regional Director in writing. NPS will consider
conversion requests if the following prerequisites have been met.

1. All practical alternatives to the conversion have been evaluated and rejected
on a sound basis.

2. The fair rnarket value of the property to be converted has been established
and the property proposed for substitution is of at least equal fair market
value as established by a State approved appraisal (prepared in accordance
with uniform Federal appraisal standards) excluding the value of structures or
facilities that will not directly enhance its outdoor recreation utility.

3. The property proposed for replacement is of reasonably equivalent
usefulness and location as that being converted.

LWCF Mitigation Proposal. Project 3 involves utilizing 6000 square feet (0.14
acres) of land as part of new storage facilities. Currently, the parcel proposed for
the new ware yard is within the official LWCF Section 6(f) boundary. Converting
this parcel to a use other than outdoor recreation requires replacement property
from outside the boundary. The parcel proposed for exchange in this project is
currently within the Region V Parks administrative area, and has never been
designated as a recreation area. FIVP considers the replacement property
(Appendix 5, blue rectangle) to be of higher recreation usefulness than the parcel
being converted (Appendix 5, yellow rectangle). The parcel being converted to
the ware yard is disturbed grassland. The replacement property that will be
converted to recreation land is native grassland with planted ponderosa pine and
other tall shrubs.

Converting the recreation land into a much needed ware yard allows for
maximum convenience and security. The land swap will only occur after all NPS
prerequisites have been completed. Altematives to the ware yard were
investigated and it would cost FWP approximately $1,200 per month to rent
storage facilities and a ware yard for current supplies. A commissioned appraisal
will be performed to establish fair market value of both parcels of land and to
make sure they are at least equivalent in value. Finally, the location of the
proposed recreation land and the vegetation occuring there make this parcef at
least equivalent if not better than the parcel being converted to the ware yard.





Project 1: Conclete skJewalk and shoreline
stabilization will be constructed lakesirle of parking lot.
Boat launch is located in the background of picture.
Picture was taken looking southwest.

Project 1: A sidewdk will connect beachskle area
(concrete skJewalk shown in foregrcund) to boat
lzunch area (shown in b*kground of picture). Play
area will be located in grassy area to the left of the s(7n.
Picture was taken looking northwest.

Project 2: L*e Elmo trail and Nature Trail Extensbn
conjunction (nature trail is on right side of picture).
Picture shows a wet arca that will need a boardwalk,
surface of the Lake Elmo Trail, and railroad t'e border.
Pbture was taken looking south.

Project 3, Phase 1: New ware yard will be located
between trails and storage facility shown in background
of picture. Trails shown are Lake Elmo Trail and Angel
Lane Trail junction. Picture was taken looking
northeast

Project 3, Phase 2: Fence will be npled and parking
lot will be extended to be ernen with storage frcllity
shown in background. Picture was taken looking
southwest.





9. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no
action alternative) to the proposed action whenever alternatives are
reasonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion of how the
alternatives would be implemented:

Altemative A: No Action

Proiect 1: Cunently there is no trail connecting the beach side area at Lake Elmo State
Park to the boat launch area. In addition, Lake Elmo State park Iacks a play area for
children. lf no improvements are made to the site, pedestrian access will continue to be
limited and possibly unsafe between the boat-launch and beach areas. In addition,
Lake Elmo State Park will not be enhanced by adding recreational opportunities for
families with young children.

Proiect 2: Lake Elmo trail is a O.7-mile long trail around a portion of Lake Elmo from
Region 5 Headquarters to the boat launch. Currently it is four-feet wide and has a bark
surface with a railroad tie border. The trail is awlaryard for people to walk side-by-side
and it is difficult to run or bike on the bark surface. These problems have resulted in
off-trail use and degradation of the sunounding area, ln addition, wet areas have
developed on the Lake Elmo Trail and Nature Trail Extension. lf no improvements are
made to the site, further deterioration will occur and valuable site potential will not be
reached. Access will continue to be difficult and limit users. Currently there is not a
designated dog exercise area. Dogs are permitted in the park on-leash only. Without
the addition of a dog exercise area, access will be limited for dogs and their owners.

Proiect 3: Due to the sale of the old Region 5 Headquarters, there is no longer a ware
yard at the headquarters. lf no improvements are made, costs will incur (approximately
$1,200 per month) for renting storage facilities and a ware yard for current supplies that
were previously stored at the Old Region 5 Headquarters. In addition, employees will
incur travel and time costs traveling to and from rented storage facility and ware yard
not located at new Region 5 Headquarters.

Alternative B: Proposed Development

Proiect 1: The proposed project will connect the boat launch and beach areas with a
concrete sidewalk, and create a play area between these two areas. Completion of this
project will allow users to safely access these areas via sidewalks and not require them
to walk on park roads. In addition, this project will enhance Lake Elmo State Park, by
providing recreational opportunities for families with young children.

Proiect 2: The proposed project includes: widening the Lake Elmo Trail to 6-feet wide;
resurfacing Lake Elmo Trail with crushed stone; adding a crushed stone surface to the
Nature Trail Extension; constructing boardwalks over wet areas on the Lake Elmo Trail;
and constructing a dog exercise area. The crushed stone surface will allow access to



the trail for hikers, bikers, runners, strollers, rnobility impaired users, visually impaired

users and wheelchairs. Upgrading these trails with crushed stone and boardwalks will

create trails nore appropriate tor in urban park. This proiect witl update trails at Lake

Elnp state park fora wider variety of recreationat users. In addition, the resources of

the site will be protected and preserved for generations to colrE- The fenced,

designated dog exercise area will allow users to have land and water access for their

dogi and a more relaxed area for exercising their dogs. Having a designated dog area

will allow users to have an unleashed dog and thus minimize unleashed dogs in other

portions of the park (e.g. beach area). Regulations will be posted in the designated

dog exercise area toprevent excessive barking and waste problens. The dog exercise

area will enhance Lake Elmo State park for all recreationists by providing a designated

area for dogs.

proiect 3: The proposed project will extend existing storage facilities and parking area

aiG[e-elmo Siate park.'This project places the much needed ware yard at Region 5

Headquarters, allowi ngfor neximum convenience and security. ln addition creating a

new ware yard is cost 
-effective, 

as it would cost approxirnately $1,200 per month to rent

storage talitities and a ware yard for currently displaced supplies'

Alternative G: Renting Storage facilities

proiect 3: Renting a storage area and ware yard for cunently dispfaced supplies was

inuestig"ted. lt w6uld cosifWp approximately $1,200 per month in rental fees- In

addition, there would be costs incuned by FWP employees traveling to and from the

off-site location.

Alternative D: High Level of Development

A high level of development will not be assessed, as there are rnanagement, monetary,

and spatial constraints for each project.

10.

(a)

Listing of any other Local, state or Federal agency that has overlapping or

additiona I jurisdiction.

Permits:



(b) Funding:

Aqencv Narne Fundinq Amount Fundinq Source
MFWP Project 1 $29,620 State Recreation Trails Grant 2OA5

Project2 $62,430 State Recreation Trails Grant 2006
Proiect 3 $68.370 Funding sources being investigated
Total $160,420

Project 1:
8 foot sidewalk; 28 linear feet (LF) @ $5.00 per square feet (SF)
6 foot sidewafk; 490 LF @ $5.00 per SF
10 foot culvert @ $30.00 per LF
5 foot sidewalk at boat ramp 100 LF @ $5.00 per SF
5 foot sidewalk at play area 185 LF @ $5.00 per SF
85 LF shoreline protection @ $75.00 per LF
Play area 5.870 SF $20.000

$1,120
$14,700
$300
$2,500
$4,625
$6,375

Total

Project 2:
Crushed stone resurfacing
Boardwalks
Dog exercise area fencing

National Park Service,
U.S. Departrnent of lnterior

$49,620

$61,230
$1,200
$2,869

Doo exercise area sions $173
Total

Project 3:
Cost estimate has not been finalized.

(c) Other Overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional
Responsibilities:

Aqencv Name Tvpe of Responsibilitv

$65,472

Section 6(f) of the federal Land & Water
Conservation Fund Act of 1965

11. List of agencies consulted during preparation of the EA
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks Region 5

Parks Division
Wildlife Division
Fisheries Division
Design and Construction Bureau



Montana Departnrent of Comrnerce-Tourism
PO Box 200533
1424 th Ave.
Helena, MT 59620-0533

Monta na Natu ra t Heri ta ge Progra nr-Natura I Resources Infonnati on System

PO Box 201800
1515 East Sixth Avenue
Helena, MT 59620-1800

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
1300 N.27h
Billings, MT 59101

State Historic Preservation Office
Montana Historical SocietY
1410 8th Avenue
Helena, MT 59620



ENTAL
Evatuation of the impacts of the Proposed Action including secondary and curnulative inpacts on the

Physical and Human Environment.

+

*'C*
****

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Narratlve tleccrlptlon and of the Cumulative and Secondary Effucb on Land Resourcs p4es ofnrrdlvetr

1a prcject 3. Soil will be disfurbed during proposed extension of the paking aea and maintenance feilltias. This aea ha been prwiansly disturbed.

1c. The proposed prcject construction Wll td<e plae in aeas that have been modified in the past.

1d. project 1: proposed bank stdilizdion will utilize Best Man4ement Practic,es (BMP) to prwent erqsion problenrs. This bank stSilization will

protect the shordine d Ld<e Elmofrorn deterioration.

IncludeanarativeelglanationunderPatlll describingtrescopeandlerrel ofimpact lftheimp*tisunknown,aglainwhytheunknounimpathasnotscal
not be evaluated.
lnclude a nardive description addressing the itenrs identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determine w?retrer the described imptrt may result and respond on the checklist Describe any minor a potentidly signifcdlt imptrts.

lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and inolude documentalion if it will be useful.
t2

1. LAND RESOURGES

Wlll the proposed action recult In:

a **Scil instdility or changes in geologic subsbucture?

b. Disruption, displ*ernent, erosion, contprction,
mcisture loss, or o\rer-co/ering of scil that wculd reduce

c. **Destructircn, corering or modification d any unique

d. Changes in siltdion, deposition or erosion pafterns
thd may modity the channel of a river or strean or the
bed or shore d a ldte?

e. bgcure cf people or property to eathgud<es,



2.AIR

Wtllttp Fop'ortd actionrcoult h:

a **Emasskrl cf eir pdlutats q deterircrdim cf anbient
dr qudity? (dso see 13 (c))

c. Aterailkxr of dr morerngtt, mcisfure, a tsnperdure
pdterns c any change in dimete, eiher locdly a

d. Adverse erffects on vegetatim, including crops, due to

e. r**EgfE&EJ_p(igdg, willthe ptriet result in any
disctrrge, \fiich will cmflict with fedsd q stde dr

of the Gumulatlvc and SecondarY on Ah Resowcec (Att*h addltional page of narrathn ff neode0:

*

*+
***
a***

2a Minor anounts of dust will be tenporaily creded during the consffuctircn phase of dl 3 prci*ts.

Includeanardiwoplanat;gnundsPdtllldescdbingthescopeandlerrdofimpat. lftheimp*tisunknorn,ogldnwhytheunknanvnimpathasnotorcal
not be wduded.
Indude a narative descriptian ddressing the iterns idsrtified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determine whether the described impat may result and respond on the checklisl Describe any minor or poGnlidly significant imp*ts.
lnclude a discussirrr $out the issue in the EA narathae srd inch.lde doclmentation if ft will be useful.

13



3.WATER

Wllthe propcd actionresult in:

IMPACT.
Can lmpact

Bo
Mitigated.

Comment
lndexUnknown r None Minor r

Potentially
Signlficant

a *Dsoharge into surface water or any dteration of surface
water qudity including but ncft limited to tempenature,
dissolved ol$rqen or turbiditW

X

b. Changes in drainage pdtenns or the rde and amount of
surf*e runoff?

X Yes 3b.

c. Alteration of the course or m4nitude of floodwater or
other florvs?

X

d. Changes in the anqrnt cf surface water in any water
bodv or creation of a new water bodv?

X

e. E)posure of people c property to water rdated hzads
suct as floodinq?

X

f. Changes in the quditv of grcundwater?
X

s. Chanqes in the quantitv of qroundwater?
X

h. Increme in risk of contanindion of surfrce q
oroundwaler?

x

i. Effects on any existing water riEht or reservation?
X

j. Effects on other water users as a result of any dteration
in surfae q groundwdter quditV?

X

k. Effects on other users €F a result of any dteration in
surf*e or orqrndwaten ouantitv?

X

l. ****For P-R/FJ, will the prc{ect affect a designated
floodplain? (Also see 3c)

NA

m. ***E9[E&E{ will the project result in anydischarge
that will effect federd or state water qudity regulations?
(Also see 3a)

NA

n. Other;
X

*

't*

Narratlve Descrlptbn and Evaluatlon of the Cumutdive and Secondary Effects on Water Reources (Attach additlonal pagec of narratlve lf
needed):

3b. Prolect 1: The proposed project will dd a ten-foot long culvert belortr the proposed sidewdk to prevent drainage problems frorn the existing
storm-detention ponds. ln addition, BMP's will be utilized for the shoreline protection to prevent drainage problems

Project 2: The proposed addition of boardwdks to the Ld<e Elmo Trail will carse changes in drain4e pattems of wet aeas. This shqld dlow
aec to drain in a more naturd manner and rernove any barriers that were created by the railrod ties on the Lake Elmo Trail. Adding a
crushed stone surfae to the Nature Tra{l may dter drdnage pattems in locdized area of the trdl.

Prcject 3: The proposed changes in the paking aea €nd grding 1fl rcre of disturbed grresland Wll dter surfrce runofi. Best Management
Pr*tices will be utilized to minimize the impat from these changes.

IncludeanarativeeplanationunderPatlll describingthescopeandladofimpact. lftheimpatisunknoivn,orplainwhytheunknqvnimPacthasnotorctl
not be enrdud€d.
Include a n*rative description ddressing the iterns identified in 12.8-604-1 a (ARM)
Determine whether the described imp*t may r€sult and respond on the checklist Describe ary minor or potentidly significant impets.
Include a discussion dout the issue in the EA narathe and include documentation if it will b6 useful.

L4



4.EEIAI]gN

Willttp rc{ion rcult in:

a Gtanges in the diversity, productivity a dr.ndanco d
plant spaies (induding trees, shrubs, gras, crops, and

c. Adverse €ff*ts on any unique, rre, thredened' or

d. Reduction in are4e c productivity of any 4riculfurd

f. ****fss p-ffi/$J. will the project dect wetlands' q

Narratlve Deccriptbn and Evaluatkcn of tlp and Secordary Etrects on l-and Resoucee (Aiteh

4a

4e.

prcject Z: The Ndure Trdl is curranfiy a nrowed trdt ad the proposed prcrject will crEate a beil with a crushed stone surfoe. The remwd cf

plant species will dter the plant dversify and $undance d a locd levd; horeruer it will not affect the largrer plant population at Ld<e Elmo State

Pak.

prcjet 3: The proposed paking lot and meintenance failities eu<tensim wilt cover 1fl rcre cf disturbed grassland. The over-corering of

aisturoeO grassi-rd will dis thJplant diversity and dundalce d a locd lwel; horrvever it will not dect the lager plant population d Ld<e

Emo Stde Pak. ln ddition this aea has been disturbed in the pasL

The Ndurd Herit4e Progran found no plant species of cqrcern at Ld<e Elmo Stde Pak.

prdect 2: lncreased trfic on the Ld<e Elmo Trdl and thE Ndure Trdl mry increase the spred of noxious weeds. Area is cunently treated

for no<lo,s weeds thrangtr contrrcting with the Ydlorvstqre Cannty Weed Dstrict, and their tredments will continue. The proposed sdid bail

surfae will imProve €poess fq weed conH.

Includeanarativeoglanatinnunderprtlll decribingthescopeandlwdofimp*t lftheimp*tisunknorvn,agldnwhytheunknanvnimp*thasnotorcan
not be waluated.
Include a naralire description addressing the iterns identitied in 12.8.6{}4-'la (ARM)

Determine whether the described imp*t may result and respond m the checklist Describe any minor or potentidly significat impats.

lnclude a discassim *out the issue in the EA nrratiw and include doctmentdion if it will be useful-
15
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*. 5. EEH&IIQUEE

WlllttF propoacd acllon rcsult irr,

a Deten'oration d critic,d fish or wildlife h&itd?

b. Changres in the diversity or Sundance of game animals

c. Changes in the diversity or Sundance of nongane

d. lntroduction of neryv species into an aea?

e. Creatim of a banier to the migration or movement of
arimds?

f. Adverse effects on ary unique, rae, threatened, or

g. Increce in conditions that stress wildlife populations a
limit abundance (including haresment, legd on illegd

h. ****For P-F|/FJ, will the project be performed in any
aea in whbh T&E species ae present, ad will the
project dect any T&E species or their h$itat? (Also see

i. ***ForP-,&}.=|, will the proiect introduce or e;gort any
species not presently or historically occuning in the

5c.
Narrative Deecription ard Evaluationqf the Cumulative Effects on knd Reeources (Attachddltbnal pagee of natative if needed):

Project 2: Proposed rasurfrcing cf the Nature Trail may dter the diversity or dundance of nongane sPecies in the specific aea of the trdl;
hqvever, the aea has been disfurbed in the past and changes should not affect the diversity or $undance of nmgane speies within the
wider aea of Ld<e Elmo State Pak.

Project 3: Proposed project may dter the divensity or dundance of nonganre species in the location of the new wae yad and paking lot

extension; horrrrever, the aea has been disturbed in the p*t and changes should not affect the diversity or abundance of nongane sp*ies
within the wider area of Lake Elmo State Park.

The Naturd Herit4e Program identified bor.rndaies of 3 species of concern wedaying Ld<e Elmo State Pak. The Burean of Land

Management identifies the milk snd(e Lilnpropeltis triangulum, the western hognose snd<e Heterodon n*icus and the spiny softshell
turtleTriong spiniferus as sensitive species. The h$itat of the milk snake is rock cliffs (Reichd and Flath 1995). The proposed projects ae
not located in areas that prwide adequate milk snd<e h$itd (Puchniak 2004). The Naturd Heritage Program rrccrds for the milk snd<e ae
older, and therefore the proposed projects will not negatively impact this species (Puchniak 2004). The h*itat of the western hognose snake
is aid aeas, famlands, and floodpldns, paticularly those with gravelly or sandy soil (Reichd and Flath 1995). The westem trognose snd<e is
fikdy in the aea (Puchnid< 2OO4). lt is not beliwed that the proposed projects will negatively impact the hognose snd<e habitd once in place

or during conshuction (Puchnid< 2004). The habitat of the spiny softshdl is sandy bafts of lageriver systems (Reichd and Flah 1995).

This habitat type will not be impacted by the proposed projects. ln ddition, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks hre no records of the spiny
softshdl in Lake Elmo State Park (Pucfiniak 2004), nor are there locations on record with the Naturd Herit4e Program.

Puchnid<, Allison. Norember 29, 2004. Persond Communication. Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, Native Species Biologist.
Reichel, J- and Dennis Flath. 1995. ldentification of Montana's Amphibians and Reptiles. Monhna Outdoors.

IncludeanarrativeerelanationunderPartlll describingthescopeandlwdofimpact. lftheimpactisunknoivn,oplainwhytheunkncnvnimpacthasnotorcan
not be wduated.
Include a nanative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Dejermine whether ttre described imp*t may result and respond on tre checklist Describe ary minor or potefitidly significant impacts.
lnclude a discussion Sout the issue in the EA nanative and include documentation if it will be usefut.
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B. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

6. NOFE'ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

Wlll the proposod actbn result ht:

IMPACT.
Can lmpact

Bo
Mitbated r

Comment
lrdexUrd<nown r None Mhor t

Potentiall1l
SlgnlFlcant

a lncreaes in existing noise lwds?
X Yes 6a

b. Erocr.ne of peopleto serve or rruis!4celgleele 
'ds?

X

c. Credirrr of d*bostdic c detronr4netic eff*ts thd
mrkl tre dertrimentd lo human hedth or wwglt/?

X

d. lnterfssrcewith rdio q tdevision recePtion and

ooerat'rm?

x

e. Othen

X

*i

*a**

Nuratlvc Deccription ard Evafuation of the crmnrlative and secondary Effectc on Land Recorrces (Atbch ddrimd rul€s of nerattre il neoded):

6a Ncise lwels at Lake Elmo state pak will increee during cmstnrction of dl three proposed prciects and may dect the surrording

ndghbors.Thisncjsewillbeternpor.ayandecurduringday|ighthours.

ftciect 2: Reguldions will be posted and enfqced to prwent excesive baking in the dog e><ercise aea

Include a narative elplanation under pat ill describing the scope and laad of imprct. lf the impact is unknonrn, erpldn wtry the unknorvn impat hm not or can

not be evduded.
Include a narattue description ddrossing the itdns identified in 12.8.6(X-'la (ARM)

Determine whether the described imp*t-may rcsrlt and respond on the checklist Descdbe any minor or potentidly signfficant imp*ts-

lnclude a disclssion abor.rt the issue in the EA nardive and include documenHim if it will be useiitl.

L7



7.lANp usE

Wlll thc propold aotbn ro.ult in:

IMPACT.
Can lmpact

Be
Mltioated r

Cornmert
lndo(Unknown r None Minor r

Poterfially
Slgnificant

a Alteration dor interferencewith the productivity c
prc'fit$ility cf the eisting land use of at aea?

X

b. Conflicted with a designded naturd aea or aead
unusud scisrtilrc s educdkxrd imoortance?

X

c. Cmflict with any o<isting land use whose presenc€
wotrH conshdn or potentidly prohibit the proposed
*tion?

X

d. Adverse efiects on or rdocdotr of residencEs? X

e. Othen:
X

*

*,t*
**+*

Narrative lletcrlptlon and Evahation of the Gumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Reooulcer (Att*h dilional pqes of nrr*hrc il neodedl:

There ae no lad use conoerns with the proposed prgects.

Include a nanative oplanation under Part lll describing the scope and levrd of imp*L lf the impact is unknom, elelain why he unknorvn imp*t has not or can
not be evduated.
Include a nardiw description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Detennine wheths the described impact may r6ult and respond on 0re checklist. De-scribe ary minor c potentidly signifrcant impets.
lnclude a discussion abotrt the issue in the EA narative and include docrmentation if it will be useful.
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E. RISK/HEALTH HAZARDS

Wilttt propced *'tlonrsult hr:

IMPACT r
Can lmpaci

Bo
Mitlgated r

Comment
lndexUnknown * None Minor r

Potentiall3r
Signlftcant

a Risk cf at erylosim or rdease cf haadqts
substances (including, but not limited to til, pestic'ldes'

chenricds, c radiation) in the event of an addat q
other fqms of disruption?

x

b. Affect an o<isting emergency rePonse or ern€rg€ncy
evane*icn plan or creete a need for a new plan?

X

c. Creatim d any human hedh haad c potentid
hasd?

X

d. ***E9LB&}j, will any chewricd toxicantrs be Us€d?
(Also see 8a)

NA

e. Other: X

't

**

****

Narrative tlercriptbn ard Evaluatlon of ttr Cumuldlve and Secondry Efiects on l-ard Ree ources (Att*h addltbnal pagos d ntrdlve F mededl:

There ae no risk or hedth hazad ooncsrls with the propced prciects.

Include a nardive aglandion under Pat lll describing the scope and laid of imp*t lf the imp*t is unknorn, oglein why the unknown imp*t ha not or can

not be evduated.
lnclude a nrratirrc decription ddressing the itenrs idantfied in 12.8-604-1a (ARM)

Debrmine whefrrer he described imp*t may result and respond on the cficklist Describe any minor or potentidly significant ilnpacts.

lnc{ude a discussicr *or.rt the issue in the EA narertiw ard indude documdrtdion if it will be useful.
L9



9. COMMUNTTY ruPACT

Will the proposed ac{ion rscult kr:

IMPACT.
Can lmpact

Be
Mltbat€d.

Cornment
lndexUnknown * None Minor r

Potentialf
SigniFrcant

a Alteration of the location, distribution, dansity, or grwvth
rate of the human population of an area?

X

b. Alteration of the socid structure of a oqnmunitv?
X

c. Alteration of the levd or distribution of ernploymen( or
community or persmd inconre?

X

d. Changes in industrid or cornmercid *tivity? X

e. Incremed traffic hazads q effects on e<isting
traspqtdkrn fcilities or pdterns of mwement of peopb
and goods?

X
Yes

Positive
imprct

9e.

f. Other
X

*

****

Narrative Descriptbn and Evaluatbn of the Gumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Aitachadditbnal p4es of nrrative Fpeeded):

9e. Project 1. The proposed project will connect the boat lzunch aea and be*h aeas with a concrete sidardk. Conrpletion of this prcject will
decrease trdc hazards by prwiding a sideurdk between the boat lzunch and be*h aeas. Currantly pedestrian trffic must wdk m park
roads between these two areas.

IncludeananativeelplanationunderPartlll describingthescopeandlwdofimpact lftheimp*tisunknorrvn,oqcldnwhytheunknonnimpacthasnotccan
not be evduated.
Include a narrative description addressing the itenrs identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentidly significant impacts.
lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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I O. PUBLIC SERVICES/TA)GSruTILTTIES

Wtll thc propo.cd ac'tlon rcsult tt:

IMPACT *
Can lmp*t

Be
Mltlgated *

Comment
lndexUrdrnown * None Minor.

Potenthlly
Significant

a Will ttre proposed rction hare at efiect uPon q result
in a need fa nerrv q dtered gwemmentd sen/ic6 in aly
d the fdkanring aeas: fire or police protectict, schods,
paks'/recreatiand frcilities, rods a cffi* public
mdntenance, wder supply, se{ter or septb systerns,
sdid waste disposd, hedth, a other gwemmantd
seryices? lf arv, specify:

x

b. Will the proposed rction have at efiet upon the locd
s state ta< bae and rwenues?

X

c. Will the proposed ation result in a need fq neut

failities d substartid dterdims of any d the fdkxing
utilities: dechic porver, naturd gas, other ftrel suppy c
distribution svstenrs, q cornmunicdims?

X

d. Will the proposed ation result in increased used of any
enerqv source?

X

e. **D€fine Drciected revenue sqJrces
10e-

f. **Define Drciected mdntenance costs.
10f

g. Other:
X

10f:

Narrative Description and Evaluatbn of the Cumulative ard Secordary Effects on [-and Resourc€g (Alt*h addiltional pqpe of rsratfue t needodl:

There will be no dteratims to public service, ta<es or utilities due to Ep proposed prcjects.

10e. Prcject 1: State Rseation Trdls Progran Grant (FY 2005)
Prcject 2: Slate Recreation Trdls Progran Grant (FY 2006)
Priect 3: Funding optims ae being investigded.

Prcject 1: Mdntsrance coots Wll be egud to or les thar ctrrent mdntenarce costs of boat lannch and beah aeas.
Prciect 2: Mdntenance ccts will be equd to q less than cunent mdntenatce co6ts of Ldte Elmo treil and Nature Trdl Extension.

Projet 3: Mdntenance ccts wilt be minimd (e.g.. fence repdr, snow renrovd due to lage snow-fdl) and will be *ssbed within the regiond
hedquaters operations budget.

lncludeanardfueelelanationunderP*tlll describingtrescopeandlandofimp*t. lftheimpactisunknorn,epldnwhytheunknornimp*thasnotorcan
not be evduated.
Include a naratine descriptim ddressing tfie items ktentified in 12.8.d)4-1a (ARM)

Debrmine wiretrer the described impct may result and respond on the checklist. Describe ily minor or potentidly significant impcts.
lndude a discussion $ord the iss,tre in the EA narative and include doclmentation if it will be useful.

2L
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..{1.@
WillttF proposed action resuh in:

IMPACT.
Can lmpact

Ba
Mitigated *

Comment
lndexUnknown. None Mlnor *

Potentially
Significant

a Alteration of any scenic vista or creation of an
atheticdy offensive site or effect that is open to public
vieryv?

X Yes 11a

b. Attera*krn of the esthetic cha*ter of a community or
neighborhood?

X 11a

c. **Alteratim of the qudity or quantity of
recreational/tcx.rrism opportunities and seftings? (Attah
Tourism Report)

X
Positive

1 1c.

d. ***For P-RI/DJ, will any designated or proposed wild
or scenic rivers, trails q wilderness ae* be impacted?
(Also see 11a 11c)

M

e. Other:
X

*!t 'S*

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resourcss (Att*h additbnal pages of n*rdive lf neededl:

11a. Prcject 3: The paking lot and maintenance facilities extension will increase the doreloped area at Lake Elmo State pak. The dteratim ha
been kept minimd to prwent *thetic degradation of the site. In ddition, pastic slating will be included with the fencing to minimize the
visud imprct on trail users.

11c. The proposed prcjects will imprwe both the qudity and quantity cf tourism at Ld<e Elmo Stde Pak. Please see Appendix 8 for the tourism
report.

Includeanarrativee;elanationunderPartlll describingthescopeandlevdofimp*t. lftheimpatisunknown,eglainwitytheunknornimp*thanotorcal
not be evduated.
Include a nanative description ddressing tre iterns idenffied in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impat may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentidly signific*tt impacts-
lnclude a discussion about tre issue in tre EA narative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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1 2. CULTURAUHISTORICAL RESOURCES

IYlill ttr proposed action result in:

IMPACT '
Can lmpact

Be
MitPated r

Comment
lndexUnkrrcwn r l{one Mlnor *

Potentially
SigniFrcant

a **Deshuction or dteration of any site, shucture a
object of pretristoric histqic, or pdeontdogicd
imoortance?

x 12a

b. Phys'rcd ctrange the* wanld affect unhue culturd
vdues?

X

c. Effects m existing rd(1icts c sared uses of a site a
aqll

X

d. ****@&EJ, will the prciect dect historic or
ctrlhrrd resources? Aftah SHPO letter of cleaance.
(Also see 12.a)

NA

e. Oths:

*

**

+***

Narratlve Descrlptbn and Evahratlon of the Gumulative ard Secondary Effects on l-and Resor.trces (Atach dditbnal pages of n*ratlve F needed) :

12a Pleae see Appendix 9 for SHPO cleaance letter'

lncludeanarativeerplanationunderPatlll describingthescopeandlanelofimpct lftheimp*tisunknown,epldnwhytheunknownimpcthasnotorcal
not be errduded.
Include a naratirre descripticr ddressing the itenrs identified in 12.8.6M-1a (ARM)

Determine whether the described impact mry result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentidly significant impacts.

lnclude a discrrssim *qrt the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

{? CI IMMAEI\/ FI'AI I IATI'TN NE Cil?NIEI|1ANNtr IMPACT r
Can lmpact

Be
Mit[ated r

Gomment
lndex

Will the proposed action, considered as a whole:
Unkrrcwn * None Mforor +

Potentiallyr
Signlficant

a Have impcts thd ae individually limited, but
cumulativdy considerable? (A prolect or progran may
result in imp*ts on two or more sepaate resouroes that
crede a signifrcant effect when considered together or in
totd.)

X

b. lnvdve potentid risks or dverse effiects which de
uncentain but e*remdv hazadous if thev were to occur?

X

c. Potentidly conflict with the substartive rquirenrents of
any trcd, state, or fedend lavrr, regulatim, standard or
formd olan?

X

d. Estdlish a precedent o likdihood thd future *tions
with sionificart environmentd imp*ts will be proposed?

X

e- Generate substantid debate or controversy dqft the
nature of the impats thatworlld be created?

X

f_ ***FcrP-VD.J, is the prcject erpected to hare
oganized oppositim or generate substantid public
cqrtroversv? (Also see 13e)

NA

g. ****ESLER/E{ list any federd on state permits
required.

NA

*+*
***+

Narrative Decription and Evaluation of the Cumulatfue and Secondary Effects on Water Resources (Atach addltional pages of narratlve if
needed):

In rwie*rdng dl projects, there wm no significant cumulative imp*t to the biologicd on human environment.

IncludeanarativeexplanationunderPatlll de,scribingthescopeandlerrdofimp*t. lftheimp*tisunknoivn,expldnwtrytheunknownimpacthGnotorcan
not be evduated.
Include a nanative des-cription addressing the iterns identifted in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described imp*t may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentidly significant imprcts.
lnclude a discussion about the issue in tre EA narative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures

enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

There witl be minor alteratbns to the land resources. The prqposed project construction will take place in

areas that have been modified in the past. Soilwill be disturbed during proposed e{ensbn of the parking

area and maintenance facilities. Proposed bank stabilization will utilize BMP's to prevent erosion problems.

Air quality will be minimally affected during the epnstructbn phase of all 3 projects. Minor amounts of dust

will be temporarily created during the construction phase-

The effect on water in the area witl be minor and limited to drainage alteratbn. A ten-foot long culvert will
be added to prerent any drainage problems from the existing storm-detention ponds. ln additbn, BMP's will

be utilized for the shoreline protectbn to prevent drainage problems. The prcposed addition of boardwalks

to the Lake Elmo Trail will cause changes in drainage pattems of wet areas. This should allow areas to

drain in a more natural manner and remove any baniers that were created by the railroad ties on the Lake
Elmo Trail. Adding a crushed stone surface to the Nature Trail may alter drainage paftems in localized
areas of the trail. The proposed changes in the parking area and grading 117 acre of disturbed grassland

will alter surface runoff. Best Management Practices will be utilized to minimize the impact from these
changes.

Vegetation will be minimally affected by the proposed projects and limited to localized remoral of
vegetatbn and weed management. Over-covering of vegetation due to surfacing the Nature Trail and

odending the parking lot and maintenance facilities will alterthe plant diversity and abundance at a local
level; however, lt will not affect the larger plant population at Lake Elmo State Park. The proposed parking

lot and maintenance facitities eldension will cover 117 acre of disturbed grassland. These areas have been
disturbed in the past. Increased traffic on the Lake Elmo Trail and the Nature Trail may increase the
spread of weeds. Area is cunendy treated for noxious weeds through contracting wih the Yellowstone
County Weed District, and their treatments will continue.

Fish and witdtife species will be minimally affected by the proposed projects and the impact will be limited to
nongame species. Proposed resurfacing of the Nature Trail and the extensbn of the parking lot and ware
yard may alter the diversity or abundance of nongame species in localized areas. These areas have been
disturbed in the past and changes should not affect the diversity or abundance of nongame species within
the willer area of Lake Elmo State Park.

Noise levels at Lake Elmo State Park will increase during construction of allthree prcposed projeCb and

may affect the sunounding neQhbors. This noise will be temporary and occur during daylight hours.
Regulations will be posted and enforced to prevent excessive barking in the dog exercbe area.

There are no land use concems wilh the proposed projects.

There are no risk or heafth hazard @ncems with the prcposed projects.

There will be a beneficial community impact to these projects. A traffic hazard will be decreased by
connecting the boat launch and beach areas with a concrete sidewalk.

There will be no alterdions to public services, taxes or utilities due to the proposed pdects.

There will be a minor alteration to aesthetics at Lake Elmo State Park. The parking lot and maintenance
facilities e*ension will increase the developed area at Lake Elmo State park. The alteratbn has been kept

minimalto prevent aesthetic degradation of the site. ln additbn, plastic slating will be included with the
fencing to minimize the visual impact on trail users.
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1.

The proposed p@ects will improve both the quality and quantity of tourism at Lake Elmo State Park

There will be no alterations-to cultural and historical resources.

In reviewing all projects, there was no s(lnificant cumulative impact to the biological or human environment.

Lake Elmo State Park is an urban park with multiuse recreatbnal opportunities; including: s-wimming,
picnicking, boating, fishing, hiking, and wildlife viewing. The proposed projects will increase recreatbnaf
opportunities, update the facillties for a multitude of recreational users.

This environmental assessment did not reveal any s[nificant negative impacts on the phpical and human
environment. Most minor impacts will be mitQated. No threatened and endangered species will be
affected. No unique geological or phpicalfeatures will be affected. The proposed developmentwill
increase visitor enjoyment at the site.

Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required
(YES/NO)? NO lf an EIS is not required, explain whv the EA is the appropriate level
of analysis for this proposed action.

Based on an elaluat'lon of impacts to the phpical and human environment under MEPA, this
environmental reviewfound no s'lgnificant negative impacts from the proposed action at Lake Elmo
State Park. Thus, an EIS is not necessary and an environmental assessment is the appropriate
level of analyais.

Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the
complexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues associated with the
proposed action, is the level of public involvement appropriate under the
circumstances?

A public meeting will be held to gather and address comments about the proposed improvements
from the public.

The public will be notified in the following ways to comment on the EA of the Lake Elmo State Park
lmprovements:

1- Legal notices will be published in the B//ings GazetE and the Helena lndependent
Record-

2. Legal notice and the draft EA will be posted on the Fish, Wildlife, & Parks web
page: hftp ://fw p. state. mt. u s

This level of public involvement is appropriate since all negative impacts were minor, and most
could be mitigated.

Duration of comment period, if any.

2.

3.
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The public comment perird will be 30 dap. Comments may be emailed to twalters@mt.gov,
or wriften @mments may be sent to the following address: Montana Fbh, Wildlife & Parks

Atentbn: Lake Elmo State Park EA
2300 Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT 59105

4. Name, title, address and phone number of the person(s) responsible for preparing
the EA:

APPENDICES
1. 23-1-110 MCA Project Qualification Checklist
2. Site Location Map
3. Site Plan, Project 1

Site Map, Project 1

Site Map, Project 2 and 3
Lake Elnp Trail Cross-section
Site Pfan, Project 3
Tourism Report - Department of commerce
SHPO letter

Sally Schrank
Ind ependent contractor
112 Riverview C
Great Falls, MT 59404
40&268-0527

6.
7.
8.
9.

Teni Walters
Park Manager

Montana Fish, Wildllfe & Parks
2300 Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT 59105
406-247-2940

4.
5.

2',|



APPENDIX 1

H8495
Project Qualification Checklist

Date November 15.2004 Person Reviewing Sallv Schrank

Project Location: Lake Elmo State oark is located on the north slje of Biltinos: U.S. 87 north to
Pemberton Lane. tren 0.5 miles west. The oark is located in sectbn 10 and 15. Townshio 1 North.
Ranqe 26 East. in Yellowstone Countu The oark is 122 acres.

Description of Proposed Wofkl The prooosed actbn is threefotd. Proiect 1: instail concrete
sidewalk near boat ramo and adiacent oarkinq area and install olav area: oroiect 2: resurface Lake Elmo
Trail and Nature Trail Ertens'rcn: and oroiec't 3: eldend the existinq ware vard at Lake Elmo State oark.

The following checklist is intended to be a guide for determining whether a proposed development or
improvement is of enough significance to fall under HB 495 rules. (Please check _ all that apply and
comment as necessary.) Caoital Construction projects - prepared by D & C; Force Account projects -
prepared by Region.

lv I A. New roadway or trail built over undisturbed land?
Comments. fhe resurfacinq of lak
two feet.

tl I B. New building construction (buildings <100 sf and vault latrines exempt)?
COmmentSl The orooosed oroiectwould eldend existinq storaqe facilities in a westwad direction and a
new oveftead door would be olaced on the west wall of the existinq storaoe area.

I I C. Any excavation of 20 c.y. or greater?
Comments:

lvl D. New parking lots built over undisturbed land or expansion of existing tot
that increases parking capacity by 25o/o or more?

CommentSl The orooosed oroiect would eldend oarkinq area and create a new ware vard at Lake Elmo
State Park. The e*ensbn would add 2.000 souare feet to the existino oarkino area. The new ware rrard
would encomoass 1/7 acre of srassland..

t I E. Any new shoreline alteration that exceeds a double wide boat ramp or
handicapped fi shing station?

Comments:

It I F. Any new construction into lakes, reservoirs, or streams?
COmmentS: Shoreline orotectbn will be olaced alono aooroximatelv 20 feet of bank near the Lake Elmo
boat ramo.

t I G. Any new construction in an area with National Registry quality cultural

rolees artifacts (as determined by State Historical Preservation Office)?
ed



Comments:

t 1 H. Any new above ground utility lines?
Comments:

I I t.

Comrnents:

I1J.
Comnents:

Any increase or decrease in campsites of 25o/o or rnore of an existing
number of campsites?

Proposed p@ect significantly changes the existing features or use
pattem; including effects of a series of individual projects?

lf any of the above are checked, HB 495 rules apply to this proposed work and
should be documented on the MEPA/H8495 CHECKLIST. Refer to MEPA/H8495
Gross Reference Summary lor further assistance.



APPENDIX 2
Site Location Map

Lake Elmo State Park
Township I North, Range 26 East, Section 10 and 15;122 acres total

Blue star denotes location of Lake Elmo State Park.
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APPENDIX2,
continued





APPENDIX 3
Site Plan: Proiect 1
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APPENDIX 3, continued
Site Plan: Project 1, playground pictures





Green line delineates approximate locatbn of proposed pedestrian trail. Yellow oval delineates
approximate location of play area.

APPENDIX 4
Site Map: Project 1

Lake Elmo State Park
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APPENDIX 5
Site Map: Project 2 and 3

Lake Elmo State Park

ITC,I'3 ]ll.s FflGftEITS

IrT

Ergorrr( gJg\tar

mW
Ldre Elmo Trail runs along the south and cast shoreline of l-dre Elmo, The Nafrrre Trail Extenslon is a loop that
branc6es ofiof Ld13 ElmdTrail on the ea3t side of Lake Elmo. Red rectanglo delineab rPPforltntb l,ocdon of
propoeed dog exerclse arca Green rectangle ddineab approxlm.te loc.tion rnd size of pmpoced ware yard

ianO. Blue rectangle delineates .pploximale locadon and size of proposed recrealion land.
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APPENDIX 6
Lake Elmo Trail Gross€ection
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Lake Elmo

Distances are not to scale.

APPENDIX 7
Site Plan: Project 3

Proposed Ware
Yard (0.5 acre)
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APPENDIX 8
TOURISM REPORT

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (MEPAyHB4e5

The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks has initiated the review process as
mandated by HB495 and the Montana Environmental PolicyAct in its consideration of the
project described below. As part of the review process, input and comments are being
solicited. Please comptete the project name and project description portions and submit
this form to:

Victor Bjornberg, Tourism Development Coordi nator
Travel Montana-Department of Commerce
PO Box 200533
1424 th Ave.
Helena, MT 59620-0533

Project Name: Lake Elmo State Park lmprovements

Project Description: The proposed action is threefold. Project 1 includes extension

of efsting storage facilities, extension of existing parking area, and creation of a new
ware yard at Lake Elmo State park. Project 2 includes widening (by 2 feet) and
resurfacing (with crushed stone) the Lake Elmo Trail and nature trail extension. Project

3 includes installing a concrete sidewalk between Lake Elmo boat ramp and the
adjacent beach parking area and instalting a play area suitable for children age 5-12.

1. Would this site development project have an inpact on the tourism economl2
NO YES XX If YES, briefly describe:

While the larger portion of this project involves storage facilities and parking for FWP staff and

equipmerf, the inprovements to the Lake Elmo Trail and addition of aplay area suitable for
young children would provide nrore or irrproved recreationopportunities for Lake Elmo visitors.

2. Does this impending improvement alter the quality or quantity of recreation/tourism

opportunities and settings?
NO YES XX If YES, briefly describe:

As describe4 the three projects appear to irrprove both the quality and quantity of
recreation/tourism opportunities in the area.

Signature

- 
Date November 9. 2004
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APPENDIX 9
SHPO Gonsultation

nEGEIltHI
MAR 2 2 2005

LEGISIATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL

. POLICY OFFICE

RE: LAKE ELMO IMPROVEMENTS' SHPO Project #: 20O41I1005

Dear Mr- Valle:

I bavs coaducted a cultural reso'urce file search for the above.cited projects located in and

Sections 10.15, Tl N R27E. According to our records tbere have been no previously

recorded historic or archaeological sites within the designated search locales. The

absence of crrltgral propcrties in the aea does rct mean thar they do not exist bw rather

mayreflect tbe absence ofany previous cultural resource inveniory in the area, as our

records indicated none-

We fecl tbd there is a low lilielihood cultural properties will be impacted- W'e, therefore,

feel tbar a recornrnendation for a crrltural resowcc inventory is unwarranted at this time.

Hower-er, should cultural materials be inadverteotly discovered during this project we

would ask that our office be contacted and tbe site investigated Thank you for
consufting with us.

If you have any further quetions or @mlnents you may contact me at (40O 444 1767 or

by e-mail at dmurdo(O*atc-rrr.us.

Sincerely,

_> f//
DamonMurdo
Cultural Records Manager

(L: tnrr; ,tnl+rn

File: FW?/PARKS/2004
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Moxranra HrsroRlcan SocIETY
225 Nonh Robcrs + PO. Box 301201 + Hclena, MT 5962}fl0l

o (406't 44*269{ + FAX (406) 4+4-2696 + www.monranahistoricalsocier.v.org +

l.iovember 10,20(X

Panl Valle
FWP
Desrga & Construction Bureau
PO Box 200701
Helena MT 59620-0701

Srtr.r Hrsrouc Pnrsnnvenou Orrtce
+ (406t 444-77rj . FA,\ (4o5) {4{-5575
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